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Term Definition

Early Childhood Development 

(ECD)

Broad term that refers to multi-dimensional child 

development interventions across nutrition, 

health, safety, care, and education for ages 0–8

Early Childhood Care and 

Education or Early Childhood 

Education and Care (ECCE or ECEC)

Includes both care and education components for 

ages 0–8 but often focuses more specifically on 

children aged 3–6, including pre-primary 

education

Early Childhood Education (ECE) More singularly focused on education for ages 0–
8, including pre-primary education for 

approximately ages 3–6 and primary education up 

to age 8
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Limited Data Availability: Most countries lack comprehensive data on 
childcare spending, with information typically limited to pre-primary 

education expenditures

Inconsistent Reporting: Countries report expenditure data 
inconsistently, with significant gaps in years and metrics

Fragmented Budgeting: ECD spending is spread across multiple 
ministries (education, health, social protection) with poor 

coordination

Age Disaggregation Gaps: Expenditure data is rarely disaggregated by 
age, making it difficult to track spending on children under 3 years
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Sources: (a) UNESCO Institute of Statistics (UIS), Government expenditures on pre-primary education as a percentage of GDP. (b) The World Bank, 

Government expenditure on education, total (% of GDP) – Rwanda (2023), Kenya (2023), Côte d’Ivoire (2023), and Senegal (2022), 
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.XPD.TOTL.GD.ZS?locations=RW-KE-SN-CI. (c) Percentage of education expenditure spent on pre-primary 

education are authors’ calculations. 
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Source: UNESCO Institute of Statistics (UIS), Government expenditures on pre-primary education as a percentage of GDP, distributed by UIS.Stat Database, http://data.uis.unesco.org/#. 
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Source: International Labour Organization (ILO). “ILO Care Policy Investment 
Simulator,” https://www.ilo.org/ globalcare/?language=en#simulator:1. 
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